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Meeting Notice 

Thursday, April 3 , at 7:30 pm, 

will be the next meeting of 

AVARC, in the Primrose Room 

of the Larry Chimbole Center in 

Palmdale. Talk-in is available on 

146.73 MHz. if you need 

directions.   

This monthôs meeting will 

feature a presentation by our 

own Dick Miller KJ6W   on the 

history of repeaters.  This should 

b e  a  v e r y  i n t e res t i n g 

presentation, so mark your 

calendars and be sure to join us! 

  

After getting ready for the March 

meeting and obtaining a guest speaker, 

all was going well. I was looking 

forward to it being my first outside 

speaker for the club.  I caught a cold/

cough at the end of January and still 

have been struggling to get rid of it. By 

the time the meeting rolled around, I had 

lost my voice !!.  What a terrible turn of 

events for a ham radio operator as I 

couldnôt even talk as I do daily as a 

commuter on my mobile unit. I spent 

Thursday sleeping all day and then 

pulled myself together to gather with 

several other club members at El Toreo 

for pre meeting dinner. I was literally 

speechless.  Our guest speaker, Joy 

Matlack, head of all of the 

communications for Baker to Vegas told 

me at dinner that she would give her 

own introduction. I politely thanked her 

and told her I had a plan and would do a 

brief introduction and then pass it to her. 

She said OK????? 

For those of you who attended the 

March meeting, you were able to 

witness my introduction which I deemed 

appropriate for  a ham without a voice !   

I presented it in CODE !  As hams say 

ñWhen all else fails! ñ  Perfect idea, I 

thought.  After my introduction, I 

received a grand applause and Joy stated 

that was the most unique introduction 

she had ever had as a speaker. Iôm glad I 

studied all those months and was able to 

use code in this emergency. 

Joy Matlack is a world of information 

and we  all really enjoyed her talk.  She 

covered everything from the planning, 

setting up, frequency assignments, 

testing at each stage, propagation, 

finding the magic bush,  and what is 

expected at time of the race.  She said a 

requirement for being a runner in this 

race is the capability of being able to 

make an arrest.  This is why this race is 

known as the largest police foot race 

ever.   It is possible that there will be 

(Continued on page 3) 

Presidentôs Corner 

Jon Clark N6NQ 

What do you think about the 

changes to the net? 

 
My primary goal for changing 
the net is not to take away 
traditional activities but to get 
people focused on the club and 
what needs to be done.  
 
I think more got done on the 
first night we changed the net 
than at any of our recent general 
or board meetings. 
This is what I think the main 
function of our net should be! 
What do you think?  
 
We certainly had more 
conversation on the net than 
Iõve heard before. My hope is 
that all of you will become more 
involved in the net and 
therefore more involved in the 
club. 
 
Concerns?  
 
Some felt the first new net was a 
little long. I agree. We had a lot 
to talk about. Weõre going to try 
to limit the discussion art of the 
net to 8:45PM.  
That way the start of newsline 
will be predictable.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

UNITED  

WE STAND 

From The Veep 
Margie Hoffman KG6TBR  
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  AVARC  

General Meeting  

6 March 2008 

Opening:   John Clark (N6NQ) called 

the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and 

proceeded with the Flag Salute. Next 

were introductions and roll call. Thirty- 

five individuals participated. Three 

expressed interest in obtaining their 

licenses. 

A motion was made to accept the Feb-

ruary meeting minutes as published the 

newsletter. Motion approved and min-

utes accepted.  

The Treasurers report was presented 

by Don Jackson (K6GET). Current 

funds: $5,026.86. Changing the bank 

account signatures is taking longer then 

expected. Anticipate another month 

before the signatures will be changed 

from last yearôs board members to the 

current board members. .   

Old business: 

Kenwood HT:  (John Clark) The club 

radio is available for loan to new hams.  

Test Sessions:  Adrienne Sherwood 

(WA6YEO) The next session, a 

GLAARG session, is scheduled for 5 

April at 9:00 am. 

New business: 

MS Walk: Adrienne Sherwood indi-

cated the walk will be held Saturday, 5 

April. Please contact Adrienne if inter-

ested. Meet at the Lancaster Market 

Place. It is a nice opportunity to serve 

the communityðThey appreciate and 

support us! 

DX:  Keith Hoyt (K6GXO) discussed 

recent opportunities to contact long 

distant stations. Station TX5C, Clipper-

ton Island, starts tomorrow. Keith sug-

gested others try to work the station. 

Some individuals on the island are 

friends of Keith. 

DX conventions: Exciting information 

is communicated at DX conventionsð

great presentations. The Visalia event 

will be held April 24 - 26.  The Dayton 

Ohio convention is also coming up. 

Miscellaneous: 

M2 (ñM Squaredò) Open House: April 

12th in Fresno. It is a good place to by an 

antenna. Be sure to bring cash. 

W6FW badge found.  

Keith Hoyt invited others to operate 

form his station using the club call 

(K6OX). 

Reminder: The next Board Meeting is at 

Keithôs house on 27 March. Board meet-

ings are open to all club members. Come 

have a hamburger with us! 

Weekly Net: Considering changing the 

format.  

Alex update: His tower is down, as di-

rected by the city. Alex received our 

donations. Thank you to all that contrib-

uted.  

Break **** Refreshments **** Sale of 

raffle tickets for the evening 50/50 *** 

Presentation:  

Margie Hoffman (KG6TBR) had lar-

yngitis and introduced our speaker, Joy 

Matlack (KD6FJV) in code. (Way to go 

Margie!)   

Joy Matlack (KD6FJV) gave an excel-

lent presentation on the Baker to Vegas 

e v e n t .  

Baker to Vegas (B2V) is a 120 long race 

foot race involving law enforcement 

personnel relay teams. Event occurs 

April 19 -20.  Expect 240+ teams this 

year. Anticipate over 30,000 participants 

and support personnel will take part. 

Race is dependant on Ham radio support 

for communications. Estimate 600-700 

hams are involved. 

Many members of our club participate 

in the support effort. Please See 

Eugene Humpherys (KG6SLC) if you 

are interested. 

Raffle:  The 50/50 raffle was con-

ducted.  

The meeting concluded at 9:30 p.m. 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol Humpherys KI6DWE 

AVARC Secretary 2008 

From the Secretaryõs Desk 

Swap Shop 
TOWER FOR SALE 

 

This is a three section, 51 foot, medium 

duty, self supporting, crank-up 

tower.  It does require a concrete base 

to anchor the tower.  It is hot-dipped, 

galvanized steel construction.  It comes 

with the fixed base, with reinforced 

rebar to be placed into the concrete 

base. A detailed mechanical drawing of 

the tower can be viewed at: http://

www.tashtowers.com/crankup.html   

Asking $800.  Bill 

W2WHC  bcrews56@verizon.net or 

661-816-9115 

  
For Sale:  HEIL  Handi Mic, model 

HM-5 Compact Microphone.  Prewired 

for Kenwood radios with modular RJ-

15 type connector.  Could be used with 

most other rigs, (except ICOM), if a 

different plug is wired on.   Brand new 

in the box.  $65.00. 

 

Motorola Spectrum VHF Mobile VHF 

antennas.  5/8 wave, high-quality 

commercial-grade units made in the 

USA.  These will work for 2-meters. 

Includes RADIALL/LARSEN NMO 

thru-hole mounts and coax kits.  New 

in shipping tubes.  $25.00 each. 

 

Contact Dan Sherwood, WA6PZK at 

(661) 264-1863. 

 

http://www.tashtowers.com/crankup.html
http://www.tashtowers.com/crankup.html
mailto:bcrews56@verizon.net
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From the Veep... Presidentôs Corner... 

We had check-ins from 
board members and officers 
for announcements to the 
membership. The net was 
opened to all members for 
more announcements. But 
there were no general check-
ins. This was to save time to 
allow for discussion. Do we 
need the check-ins? Some 
have said maybe yes. A lot 
have said no.  
 
Maybe we should do check-
ins sometimes. But wouldnõt 
it be nice if the checkins had 
some purpose? It seemed to 
me that the net we have been 
running had the intent of 
p rac t i c ing  emergency 
comm., but were we really 
doing that? Could we really 
pass emergency traffic if 
s o m e t h i n g  b a d  h a d 
happened? What if we had 
no power or the repeater was 
down? 
 
Should we involve the whole 
club in this style net? Or 
should we leave this type of 
activity to people into 
emergency comm with a 
separate net? 
I donõt know. Maybe we 
should talk about this on the 
net. We could talk about 
message passing, and 
something to pass messages 
about. What about a simplex 
net? That might be the most 

(Continued from page 1) realistic practice we could do. 
What if we had a real 
emergency and lost Hauser 
for a while. And all we had 
practiced was repeater check-
ins? 
 
Changes:  
 
So weõre trying some 
changes. They may be good 
or they may not. I donõt think 
that anything I put forward is 
or will be the ultimate answer 
for the club. I think we should 
try new things if we donõt 
think what weõre doing is 
useful or fun or interesting.  
So if you think we should be 
doing something different, 
bring it up. We can always 
use something new to talk 
about. 

73, 
Jon N6NQ 

over 60 thousand participants in this 

large event which includes individual 

and team runners, all communications 

back up and other emergency personnel 

on hand.  The most important part in all 

of this is us - the amateur radio operators 

who come from all areas to lend their 

assistance.  Image the coordination of all 

the frequencies in use during this two 

day, 120 mile race.   

  

Eugene Humpherys, KG6SLC will be 

our stage manager for this event, so if 

anyone is ready and willing to 

participate, just contact Eugene and he 

will let you know how you can be of 

help.  I will be participating with Dan, 

WA6PZK, Adrienne, WA6YEO so am 

looking forward to an exciting weekend. 

  

In the next couple of months, we are 

working on preparing for Field Day 

which is in the last full weekend in the 

month of June.  If you listened in to the 

net this week. March 12, you saw a new 

format in which we had discussions of 

what we will be looking for in this event 

planning.  Be sure and ñstay tunedò as 

we will be accepting all offers of 

assistance in this club and National 

event. 

Think again of what you can do to 

contribute to making this yearôs Field 

Day a success.  I will be asking for club 

members  to head up the different 

stations and will have updates on this 

each week on our Wednesday evening 

net and each month at our general 

membership meetings. 

73, 
Margie   KG6TBR 


