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President’s Corner Meeting Notice From The Veep
Margie Hoffman KG6TBR Larry Bianchi KG1B
Thursday, July 22, is the next
We are now in the middle of summer It was the best of times .. it was the

and a lot of us are taking vacations and
spending more time with family and
friends. [ would have thought the
turnouts for the meetings would be slim
pickings, as they have been in prior
years, but I was mistaken. It is clear
that the body of this club has grown
over the past few years from around 25
-30 attending the General meetings, to
sometimes almost 50! We usually have
not see that figure except for at the
Holiday potluck dinner in December.
This says a lot for our club
membership, both in their loyalty to
this club and in that, reflects positively
on the organization of the officers and
board members. Looking back for the
first six months of this year, we have
seen a great variety in speakers and
other presentations. As a result, this
has attracted more of us to show up at
the meetings on a regular basis in order
to enjoy and learn as much as we can
about the many aspects of Ham Radio.
Larry Bianchi KGI1B has done an
excellent job in securing the
presentations in his capacity as your
club Vice President.

About a year or so ago, I received a
phone call from Jim Smith WB6PRS.
Jim is a former member of this club
and now resides in Reno, Nevada. He
has quite some history in this club and
since he has not been able to come
down to our area to be a guest speaker,
he sent me a letter he wrote on his
“Adventures of
Ant el ope Vall ey”
members, both new and longtime
would take a
story, so I have submitted the article to
our Short Circuit Editor, Adrienne
Sherwood WAG6YEO and we are now
able to share this interesting story with
all of you. Please enjoy this amazing
story as I have! Saying this, I would
(Continued on pag8)

Ham

great

meeting of the AVARC at the
Emergency  Operations  Center
(EOC) at Lancaster City Hall,
44933 N. Fern Ave. in Lancaster.
Talk-in is available on 146.73
MHz. if you need directions.

coolest of times ..

Sorry, Charles Dickens, for that
poor adaptation of A Tale of Two
Cities We completed our annual

Field Day held last June 26™ and

This month"s meething will feature
AMSAT area coordinator Clint

Bradford K6LCS, who will be All in all, it was a very good Field

presenting hi s Dayvﬁparlolfo'fdgpgcts F”llsqtélseur
Satellites With %s?df%uﬂf'ogablyt{gt%éd it'w e

dia session. o &}?mllé‘lﬂ éoﬁpar%o?l & otlyera

club has been around for over 50 Flel Davs. We even ha dacool

years,” Clint wr fle% ¥ % fookir
summer Bréeze blowing that really

forward to this session. We have a
tentative pass of satellite AO-51 at
6:23PM that evening. If you can

made things enjoyable.

show up a |itt]l evedadqujtebitofhelpsptiingyp
ing the satellite from the parking “and tearing down and that was very
|l ot . " much appreciated as we had hams

d waghandgvalmg taspt pprow Friday
afternoon and tear down on Sunday
afternoon. There were old time
hams and new hams that together
joined in and made work a joy.
Bravo to those that lent a hand this
year!

Attendees can
four-page tutorial and radio pro-
gramming matrix before the meet-
ing from ...

http://www.work-sat.com

And Clint welcomes pre-
presentation questions - call him at
909-241-7666, or send email to
clint@clintbradford.com .

A word of thanks and congratula-

tions to Bob Foster KJ6DEH for the

great job he did in organizing and
implementing Field Day. As I have
mentioned before, it is great to see

the ,new blood" ju
i mfeed first and wrestle with Field Day.

A special thanks to Keith Hoyt

K6GXO0 for the use of his QTH as

Channel 3 came and did a special on
(Continued on pagg)

Clint Bradford K6LCS



¢ The Short Circuit

Fr om

AVARC CLUB MEETING
6/24/2010

Meeting called to order at 7:34 by Margie
Hoffman, KG6TBR

Flag Salute

Member Introductions by all members
and visitors. 39 members and visitors
present.

Minutes: Margie introduced motion to
approve minutes from last month. Doris/
Frank seconded. Approved.
Treasurer"s report
Jackson, K6GET. Checking account bal-
ance $3,137.73.

Membership: 108 members. Gary
WAG6TWT.

Old Business:

FD Chairman, Bob Foster and Larry Bi-
anchi. We will be on site noon Friday,
(6/25).

Station Cap-iGOTA,
(K6A), WA6PZK — SSB, WODAW —
Digital, K6GXO — 6m, KOBGL —

CW. FDis 11:00 AM Saturday to 11:00
AM Sunday. Prepare for hot

weather. Breakfast burritos to be served
by the Rowland"“s a
day. Sunday morning,
dough pancakes. Show Up! Carol will

be hosting BBQ on Saturday night, ham-
burgers and hot dogs. Side dishes are
appreciated.

Carol: J-Pole clinic to be held end of
July. J-pole demonstration on FD.

Doris: Called by Dale Snyder who do-
nated a couple of 220 MHz antennas to be
used for emcomm.

New Business:

N60QQ Paula seeking operators for the
Gorman Rally. August 28.

Margie: July board meeting, delayed one
week due to holiday to 7/8. SANDARC
convention this year.

Adrienne: Test session for July to be held
July 10, (Saturday AM 9AM). Tech pool

I he

changing the end of June. Expect new
tech questions next month. Session at
First Christian Church of AV. Adrienne
reminded the members to keep track of
license expiration.

Break: 8:03

Presentation by Jon Clark, N6NQ
Discussion followed. It is important for
volunteers to take the FEMA ICS classes.
ARES Meetings to be held 4th Saturday
9:(0 WM, atiAY Hoepilal. Bhys mddth in
at field day. Larry presented Jon a certifi-
cate of appreciation.

Larry: Need setup and especially tear-
down help on Sunday. Need people to
pass out flyers to business.

Margie: Next meeting 7/28. 50/50 draw-
ing won by Margie, KG6TBR

Keith moved for adjournment. Ended at

KGBBQA

AVARC Board Meeting
July 8, 2010

In attendance: Jay, KG6BXN; Adrienne,
WAGY BOd Daf, WA6DZK SMeaigiel r -
KGEBBY; R, K§ WL 0Ddnt N6PQB;
Gary, WA6TWT; Gary, WA6WFC; Don,
K6GET; Larry, KG1B; Carol, AF6OV

Meeting called to order at 1921 by Margie
Gary Barr —membership: 115 members, 7
new members. Suggests pushing ARRL
membership to the new members. ARRL
needs to be promoted, as affiliated status
needs to be preserved.

Margie has scanned sign in sheet from
FD. Will provide to Carol. Adrienne
needs to send list of new hams to Margie.

Treasurer, (Don Jackson): $3187.73 in
balance. Some income and expenses not
reported including work done on trailer by
Keith Hoyt.

Field day burrito proceeds were donated to
Dogs for the Deaf, (Dan Rowlan). Further
expenditures by Eugene and Carol, and

Adrienne Sherwood for BBQ and pancake

breakfast. General kudos for the addi-
tional help from setup to teardown.

LA Council: Margie went to LAAARC
and was reminded to check for tax exempt
status. Don got verification from Fran-
chise Tax Board that our status was

OK. LAAARC is missing its own Arti-
cles of Incorporation. Who has it?

Margie: Jim Smith contacted Margie. He
was a charter member of the

Club. Margie wants him to do a presenta-
tion on the early history of the Club. He
cannot travel, but is willing to send a writ-
ten history of the Club. He sent some old
photos and documents, which were re-
viewed. Margie wants to have Carol for-
ward the membership card template. | t
in Corel Draw format. Someone with
Corel needs to start doing the cards

again. Gary Barr or Adrienne may be
able to do it.

Margie: Mentioned Gorman Rally.

Adrienne mentioned test session July 10,
at 9:00 AM. Needs examiners.

SW Division convention. Club is in-
volved with the VE testing. Planning
meetings begin in two weeks in San
Pedro. Help needed for 2011 conven-
tion. LAAARC is wanting to publish the
pamphlet that Carol and Eugene created
for new hams. Permission granted by
Carol, with suggestions to make content
generic for the LA area and not just AV.

Adrienne: Deadline for Short Circuit is
Saturday, July 10.

Program for July: AMSAT

Thanks to Ron and Jay for meeting hospi-
tality.

Larry: Thought FD was success-
ful. Special KUDOS for the BBQ that
Carol and Eugene put on.

Carol: J-Pole class July 31. 25 people
(Continued on pagg)




¢ The Short Circuit

3 e

From the VEEP...

(Continued from pagg)

ham radio and Keith was the focal
point of Mike
interview. Keith had a QSO with a
gentleman from Florida that served
as a backdrop

tary.

And another new ham, Mike
KIJ6IIR, took it upon himself and
arranged for three local papers to
carry a pre-Field Day article and a
post-Field Day summary article. It
was a delight to see him take that
responsibility upon himself.

There was plenty to eat as Dan
KG6PQA, and his lovely wife
Bev, provided a Saturday morning
breakfast burrito for those hungry
hams who ventured out early be-
fore Field Day started. In the eve-
ning, Carol AF60V and Eugene
KG6SLC Humpherys provided the
traditional Saturday Evening BBQ.
A great way to enjoy the camara-
derie of those present.

And .. drum roll please .. Sunday
morning the Famous Sour Dough
Pancakes by Adrienne Sherwood
WAG6YEO. If you missed out on
those, you've missed out on a piece
of Heaven on Earth (Or at least at
the Lancaster City Park)!

Ah yes, there were some QSOs
compl et ed. At
a final total, but guessing there
were in the neighborhood of about
1500 QSOs for this Field Day
ranging from SSB (Single Side
Band), PSK31 (Digital) and CW
(Continuous Wave) better known
as Morse Code.

K idahde thiSykat andsill i alC i

t o

t
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We had some very good atten-

was a very good Field Day. Any
volunteers for next year?

Mi ke"s ¢
During our last meeting, Jon Clark
NO6NQ presented an ARES pres-
entation to the club at the Lancas-
ter EOC. Jon and the ARES
group are doing a great job in con-
tinuing the groundwork laid by
Eugene KG6SLC. We look for-
ward to bigger and better training
and preparation as time goes by.

Well, that about wraps things up
for now, except to briefly mention
our July program which will be
presented by Clint Bradford,
K6LCS. Clint is the AMSTAT
(Radio Amateur Satellite Corpora-
tion) area coordinator and he will
be telling us all about tracking sat-
ellites with our handhelds. And ..
if we get there early enough (by
6:15), we will be able to see first
hand how this all is put together
as there is a scheduled satellite
pass at that time.

Sputnik .. you've done it again!

73,
Larry KG1B
hi s t i ma t har o

3)

ommen -

President’s Corner...

(Continued from pagt)

also like to challenge any of our other
past or longtime present members to
share a piece of
in your eyes and enlighten us with your
memories of the Antelope Valley
Amateur Radio Club.

See you at the meeting!

73,
Margie KGG6TBR

Secretary’s Desk...

(Continued from pag@)

taking the class. They need sawhorses,
EZ-UP for the class, as well as possible
volunteer instructors, testers. Class at
home of Eugene and Carol.

Dan Sherwood: FD Scoring needs to be
completed. Larry Bianchi working on it.
Need logs from Keith, Dan Warren, and
Dale.

Ron: Showed solar power system at his
QTH.

Carol: Last Shuttle special event sta-
tion. February 2011? Status unknown.

Meeting Adjourned: Moved by Larry,
seconded by Speedy the dog.

Respectfully Submitted:
Dan Sherwood WA6PZK
AVARC Secretary 2010

i e n ™ t

PALMCASTER |sm

EQUIPMENT RENTALS

Office:(661)723-1400

633 West Ave. M.
Palmdale, CA 93551
Fax: (661)949-8023
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The Adventures of Ham Radio in the Antelope Valley
By Jim Smith, WB6PRS

When I was a twelve year old kid in ~ all over the world; JY1, the King of don®"t have much exp
1967, riding my sting-ray bicycle Jordan, K7UGA, Barry Goldwater, kinds of things so it seemed best to

and playing Little League bascball at Roy Neal of NBC News, Hughes Jjust get off the phone. I told her I

El Dorado School, life was good. Rudd of CBS News and Arthur God- ~ Was Sorty. She thanked me for call-

Then, it became even better. My frey. Wow, these were people we saw ~ 1Ng.

family was sitting in the living room  all the time on television. This ham _

of our little house on Stanridge Ave- radio hobby was going to be a lot of ~ At the class that week the radio

nue one evening, my dad reading the ~ fun. hams were noticeably sad. Dle
Ledger-Gazette, my brother and 1 As the class continued once a week, a Knowles was a good guy and did a

doing homework and my mom writ-  friend my dad taught with at Palmdale lot of good things for the club. At )

ing letters to oHighSchaghdim MeGeegor, apodey" ¢ he time | didn®t Kk
in Vietham. Out of nowhere my dad came interested. The code came easy  tributions, but learned about many
said to me, “t he foehesbutathe thgory of radig iwas  ©fjthgnyoyer the years. During class

over at the high school tonight, do ya  like learning Chinese Braille. But I told Of.hOW Mr. KHOWI?S was go-
wanna go?” I s a ¢valy weelotkese ham radiorppkratersh et to give me the novice test on
asked, ,what*“s htughtus alldwe oeeded to kidw fore r Sgtyrday. There was a spontaneous

years before my dad had been a radio  our license. and abrupt silence in the room. My

operator in the Coast Guard. He told message seemed to catch people off

me how neat it was to know the And once a month we had a meeting guard. Another example of how

Morse Code and be able to commu- O f the “club.” Piskewas papnsuag heyopirethe hgra | | ey
nicate all over the world. He used to Amateur Radio Club had about twenty ~ radio community, doing things be-

say CW was much better than voice members. Six or seven would show  hind the scenes, quietly and without

because if you could just barely hear ~ up to the meetings. On a good month, ~ fanfare or notoriety.

a station on CW, you could still there would be ten. As I recall it was _

Chuck Gardner said

carry on a conversation, whereas
with voice transmissions, that was
not always the case.

When we walked into the classroom
at the Antelope Valley High School
that evening, many people were al-
ready there. Real ham radio opera-
tors. Russ Lietzow, Al Carmona, Al
Boyd, John Elwood, Chuck Gardner,
Gary Barr, Elwood Craig, Tully
Becker, Dick Knowles and a few
others | don"t r
three or four of us having an interest
i n getting our
Whatever that was. Those hams
were going to te
was hard to imagine being able to
talk to people without using verbal
language. And they were going to
teach us about electronic stuff, how
radios work, antennas, and getting
started in radio. They also told us
about other people who were hams

upstairs at the old gas company build-
ing off Lancaster Boulevard. At one
of those meetings I asked Dick
Knowles, K60X, if he would give me
the novice test. He was honored that I
had asked. There was an honest sin-
cerity and patience about him. When
he explained things about the theory
of the complex electronic circuits, it
sounded so reasonable. He had that
teacher quality and worked as an engi-
neer out at Edwards. We agreed on the

give me the test. Jim McGregor
said he was also ready. So that
weekend, with sweaty palms and
two sharpened pencils, I filled in the
answer sheet of the official Federal
Communications Commission,
Amateur Radio Service, Novice
Test. Chuck read over the answers
after we finished. He told us we
passed. That was a very happy mo-
ment in kid life. But it seemingly

acxt Satubday.r On Wedfesday pfehat v dopkdorever for the license to come

week 1 called to double-check our

in the mail. Jim McGregor came by

schedude.v §t wae & long |bike gide pls e ON€ afternoon a month or so later to

the way over to his house and I just
ventegd
and knew I was still coming. His wife
answered the phone. [ forget her
name after all these years. I asked for
Mr. Knowles. She began weeping,
softly, her voice was cracking as she
told me her husband had passed away
the day before. Twelve year old kids

show me his license, WNO6PRT.
WNG6PRS.

After a couple of weeks operating as
a Novice I was ready for the Gen-
eral. I studied the ARRL License
Manual. My dad drove me down to

(Continued on pag8)
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The Adventures of Ham Radio in the Antelope Valley

(Continued from pagé)

the old Federal Building on Spring
Street in Los Angeles. I remember a
dark, smelly room with old wooden
chairs and tables. There were no
windows. An official looking guy in
a white shirt and thin black tie was
going to start the code test. There
might have been twenty of us there.
After the code test, there were a few
less. A month later the General
ticket came in the mail. By now, I
was ready for the Advanced. Jim
McGregor said he was ready for the
General, so he drove us down for the
test. Afterwards, we went to the
Henry Radio store on Olympic
Boulevard. That was the center of
the ham radio universe. Especially
to a new ham.

It was during the next few months
that Russ Lietzow, who was the sta-
tion trustee, made arrangements to
change the club call sign to K60X in
honor of Dick Knowles. I remember
everyone at the meeting talking
about what a great idea that was.
Russ |lived over
fairgrounds off of 5™ Street East and
Avenue I. He was retired. On some
days | "d ride
school He " d
front yard, holding down a folding
lawn chair, watching the world go
by. He"d ask
climbing his tower to connect this or
that or tighten a bolt or nut on the
beam or rotor .
been up and down that tower a hun-
dred times. Russ also created the
Jackalope Award. To get one, you
needed to work a member of the
AVARC. Russ was very good at
keeping the mystique of the creature
alive and well. He told me on sev-
eral occasions
one.

my riegof sg lgng agoe
be

me €ztr 1tYi rhd & €j- ¢

After graduating from Antelope Val-
ley High I was going out of state to
college. There was a kid in school a
few years behind me who had just got
his novice license. I gave him all my
equipment. For the next thirty-five
years | was inactive in ham radio, but
always kept my license current. For
all those years, Jim McGregor and Al
Boyd had a place on my Christmas
card list. I would always find time
to stop in for a visit when work
brought me out to the west coast.
Even after Jim and Al and their wives
moved to Arkansas, I would stop in
to see them. Jim and Al are both si-
lent keys now. They were true
“el mers in
I was fortunate to have them as such
tremendous mentors, not only in ham
radio, but in life as well.

After gathering stuff for a real ham
shack again, I was tuning across the
band a few years ago and heard
WAG6TWT. That call was familiar.
Gary Barr still lived in Lancaster and

By Jim Smith, WB6PRS

meeting that
what to think about all that at the
time. Looking back though, the
members all seemed to have a com-
mon purpose and direction and such
things as tit/l
have much meaning. They did seem
to find some apparent humor in the
peculiarity of the event and mention
the club never had such a young per-
son as presiden
still true today.

So in conclusion, I just want to say
,thank you" to

Amateur Radio Club. It has a long
and rich history of serving the com-
munity and [ am thankful for the

many years ago. JS

es

ni ght .

or

t .

t

Hams Needed for Gorman Rally

Paula N60OQQ is seeking hams for the
Gorman Ridge Rally on Saturday, August
28. It's a one-day rally nearby (Hungry

wps atifl activeyin hampadio. Wedad g Valley Motorcycle Park) with some inter-

a wonderful conversation that eve-
ning that brought back happy memo-

over
sitting out

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio

Club was a formative influence in my

the same caliber of people, like those
who have served before, promoting

dio. We had a field-day activity
every year on Mt. Baldy. We even
managed to hold those novice classes
every couple of years. At fourteen
years of age, | had the honor of be-
coming secretary of the club. Six
months later, after John Elwood

t hm@ved bagleto hg naive Arigoma] the

members elected me to be president.
As I recall, there were six of us at the

af
i n

1" gm

esting stages and a great mid-rally BBQ
and free beer afterwards! This year we're
eyen running a new stage in the ORV

Ptaﬁgi r S

[ need peopl e

i n thet orniln h
2r§'Hrf)(f"PM) eascsilg mg
day”’ volunteers
ated.

Tthe jenjokablen hgbby i agageur raq « ¢

Folks can sign up with their password at:
http://www.rallydata.com

(or can sign up as a new volunteer too, of
course). For rally info, the website is:
http://www.gormanridgerally.com

For information please call 760-382-0821
or eglaél ge ﬁt gibeault@earthlink.net

Hope to see you there!
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Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2010 Officers

President Margie Hoffman KG6TBR 297-6567

Vice President Larry Bianchi KGIB 538-9142

Secretary Dan Sherwood WAG6PZK 264-1863

Treasurer Don Jackson K6GET 948-4762

Master-At-Arms Gary Mork WA6WFC 948-8317

Board Member Dan Rowlan KG6PQA 944-1123

Board Member  Carol Humpherys AF60V 722-4616

Trustee Keith Hoyt K6GXO 533-4025

Ex Officio Jon Clark N6NQ 305-6969
The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club K60X Place
Post Office Box 1011 Postage
Lancaster, CA 93584-1011 Here

To ARS

Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS




